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in December.
Fletcher’s High Street

Hospitality Group al-
ready operates three
food-and-drink establish-
ments along Main Street
— the Green Room Res-
taurant & Bar, Ford’s Oys-
ter House and Cajun
Kitchen and SIP Tasting
Room and Rooftop
Lounge. He also runs The
Loft event space on the
floor above Ford’s.

Asked how many more
restaurants the down-
town market can absorb,
Fletcher mentioned the
residents that will be in
Hughes’ 140-unit apart-
ment complex as well as
those in another apart-
ment complex that Flour-

noy Development plans at
a nearby site between the
Reedy River, Reedy View
Drive and Westfield
Street.

“There are 2,000 new
residents moving down-
town that we didn’t have
before,” he said.

“As I always say in the
restaurant tours down-
town, as long as we keep
them independent,
unique, new concepts, I
think we’ll continue to
grow.”

Meanwhile, Hughes
said he still hopes to find a
developer to put a hotel in
a second building on the
same property where he’s
building the RiversEdge
apartment complex.

His plans call for a
large courtyard between
the high-rise buildings
that would connect to the
plaza.
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areas for future growth. 
About 20 acres on the

east side of the site have
yet to be “activated,” he
said, and three planned
outparcels near the main
sign remain to be con-
structed.

Dilsavor said there’s
been plenty of interest in
the development from re-
tailers and restaurants
who recognize that the
Southeast is on an upward
swing in population num-
bers. 

“Retail follows roof-
tops,” he said. 

Across the highway
from Easley Town Center,
other businesses are tak-
ing advantage of the shop-
pers flocking to the area.

New businesses, either
recently opened or about
to be, include an Aldi dis-
count supermarket, Star-
bucks and Freddy’s Fro-
zen Custard & Steakbur-
gers, a national chain with
Easley as its first South
Carolina location.

Jason Ingermanson,
Freddy’s franchisee, said
the restaurant is set to
open in early July. 

“It’s a prime location
and we are thrilled to be a
part of the area’s new de-
velopment,” he said in a
statement.

Simons said the hope
from the project’s incep-
tion was that Easley Town
Center, which has been in
the works for nearly a
decade and actively un-
der construction for about
five years, would attract
ancillary growth.

“This project has met
our expectations in terms
of the other benefits it
would have,” he said.

On the other hand, one
of the headaches of the
massive development
was always going to be the
increase in traffic.

“There’s a plan to ex-
tend (State) 153 around,
and we need to get that
project moving,” Simons
said.

The state Department
of Transportation project
would continue the road,
which ends at the inter-
section with U.S. 123
about a mile east of Easley
Town Center, around the
backside of the develop-
ment, offering an alter-
nate route for the traffic
that congests on U.S. 123.

There is no current
timeline for the project.
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There are other devel-
opments affecting the
state’s ports:

Capital
improvements

The new budget in-
cludes more than $38 mil-
lion to upgrade wharves
and to pave existing ter-
minals. It also includes
more than $17 million for
development of the termi-
nal at the old Charleston
Naval Base expected to
open in four years.

Inland port
The board approved

spending just over $1 mil-
lion for scales, light poles,
telecommunications and
other equipment for the
inland port near Greer

that opened last year. The
improvements will make
loading and unloading
more efficient at the port
that provides a rail link to
Charleston. The work be-
gins next month and
should be completed later
this year.

Tire manufacturing
The board agreed to

appropriate up to $2.6 mil-
lion for infrastructure for
the new Giti Tire plant in
Chester County. The com-
pany announced on Mon-
day that it is building its
first North American
manufacturing plant in
South Carolina, investing
$560 million and creating
1,700 jobs. The company
said the Charleston port
was a key reason it chose
the state.

Harbor deepening
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra-

ham, R-S.C., a member of

the Senate Appropria-
tions Energy & Water sub-
committee, said Wednes-
day the panel passed an
appropriations bill with
money for Charleston.
The legislation contains
almost $700,000 for the
ongoing Army Corps of
Engineers study of deep-
ening Charleston Harbor
shipping channel, $1.5
million for the deepening
work itself and $13 million
for ongoing harbor main-
tenance. Maritime inter-
ests want to deepen the
channel from 45 feet to at
least 50 feet to handle a
new generation of larger
container ships.
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Gov. Richard Riley in
1987.

In 1988, then-Gov. Car-
roll Campbell presented
him with the Elizabeth
O’Neill Verner Award for
Lifetime Achievement in
the Arts. 

At his retirement from
the Greenville Sympho-
ny in 1990, Rickett was
named conductor emeri-
tus.

“There are so many
people who played a role
in Greenville to make it
the incredible town it is
today,” Lawton said.
“Without any doubt, he
was one of those rare peo-
ple who put his brick in
place to make the founda-
tion of Greenville what it
is today.”

Respected by
musicians

Rickett, as a musician
and teacher himself, was
especially respected by
the orchestra’s musi-
cians, said his son, David
Rickett.

“He was a musician’s
conductor,” David Rick-
ett said. “He always had
the musicians’ best inter-
ests in mind. He was also
a teacher to a lot of peo-
ple, so everywhere I went
people always said,
‘How’s your dad? He was
my teacher.’

“He was a great guy,”
Rickett added. “Every-
body looked up to him.”

Peter Rickett and
Greenville Chorale con-
ductor Bing Vick worked
together to create annual
Christmas concerts in
Greenville — the fore-
runners of the Chorale’s
popular Yuletide perfor-
mances at Furman and
the orchestra’s Holiday
at Peace concerts.

“I can remember Pe-
ter and me sitting down at
lunch and outlining a
Christmas concert,” Vick

said. “The symphony had
not done a big Christmas
concert until then.”

Vick said that Rickett
raised the orchestra’s
musical standards by em-
bracing challenging rep-
ertoire — such as Mah-
ler’s Second Symphony
and Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 9 — while be-
ing involved in all aspects
of running the orchestra,
including setting up
chairs, drums and music
stands.

“Peter over years im-
proved the quality of the
players and attracted
new players, did the
scheduling and conduct-
ed all the concerts,” Vick
said. “He did a lot of the
behind-the-scenes work
to make the symphony
what it became.

“In addition to every-
thing else, he was just a
real gentleman, a very
positive person,” Vick
added.

Retirement
Rickett retired to the

Phoenix area from South
Carolina in 1994 as a way
to continue his music ca-
reer part-time and devote
himself to another pas-
sion — golf, said David
Rickett.

In Arizona, Rickett
was assistant conductor
under James Yestadt of
the Sun Cities Symphony
and played double bass
with that orchestra for 10
years. He was also con-
ductor of the Sun Cities
String Orchestra.

Born to American par-
ents in Paris, where his
father was working,
Rickett grew up in New
York.

He received his early
musical training from his
father, a professional mu-
sician and conductor of
the Blue Hill Troupe, a
Gilbert & Sullivan com-
pany in New York. His
mother, Joanna Roos, was
a stage actress who also
appeared in movies and
television.

Rickett graduated

from the Juilliard School
of Music in 1946. He met
his wife, Betsie, a native
of Staten Island, New
York, over a bridge table
in 1950 in New York.

It was “love at six dia-
monds,” said David Rick-
ett.

Rickett was with the
New Orleans, Dallas and
Chattanooga Sympho-
nies, both as a bass player
and conductor, before
taking the helm of the
fledgling Greenville
Symphony in 1956.

He performed as a
bassist with many of the
orchestras in the South-
east and guest conducted
the Columbia, Charlotte,
Asheville and Charleston
symphonies. He was the
music director of the
Greenville Savoyards, a
Gilbert & Sullivan group
in Greenville.

He also served 13
years as the conductor of
the Hendersonville
(N.C.) Symphony. 

Furman University,
where he served as a
part-time faculty mem-
ber, awarded him an hon-
orary doctor of human-
ities degree in 1986.

Rickett is survived by
his wife of 61 years, Be-
tsie; his daughters, Debo-
rah Horvay and Christine
Alley; and son David
Rickett. He is survived
also by two grandchil-
dren, Kevin and Greg
Horvay, and two great-
grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his
son Steve Rickett.

The family asks that
memorial gifts be sent in
his memory to the Green-
ville Symphony (200 S.
Main St., Greenville, SC
29601). Donations also
may be made to the Hos-
pice of Arizona Founda-
tion (19820 N. 7th Ave.,
#130, Phoenix, AZ 85027).

Funeral services were
pending.

■ For the latest in local arts
news and reviews, follow
Paul Hyde on Facebook and
Twitter: @PaulHyde7.
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CONWAY — Ousted
Coast RTA CEO Myers
Rollins filed a 24-page
lawsuit in Horry County
District Court Tuesday
against the Waccamaw
Regional Transit Author-
ity — which does business
locally as Coast RTA —
the S.C. Department of
Transportation and sever-
al other local and state
transportation officials.

The 93-item lawsuit al-
leges years of abuse, hu-
miliation, deceit, and ulti-
mately wrongful termina-
tion that Rollins, who was
fired in April, said he
went through.

The lawsuit outlines
seven causes of action
Rollins claims occurred to
him throughout the years
including defamation,
civil conspiracy, inten-
tional infliction of emo-
tional distress, invasion of
privacy, violation of South
Carolina Wage and Pay-
ment Act, interference

with contractual rela-
tions, and equitable relief.

He seeks $5 million in
actual damages, punitive
damages awarded by a ju-
ry and he wants his job
back, back pay and bene-
fits.

The suit alleges Rollins
spent his nine-year tenure
with reviews from the
board where he exceeded
expectations annually
and he turned the transit
around from a $1 million
deficit he inherited from
the previous management
team.

But Rollins’ suit al-
leges things started turn-
ing sour when Coast RTA
board member Gary Lof-
tus got involved. Loftus
said Tuesday afternoon he
had not seen the lawsuit
and would not comment
on it.

Through the lawsuit,
Rollins said Loftus “con-
stantly criticized and
questioned” Rollins’ abili-
ty to lead the system. The
lawsuit alleges Loftus’ op-

position to Coast’s request
for more millage in an ad-
visory referendum in
2010 “impaired Coast RTA
from growing the system
and installing bus shel-
ters.”

Some have tied Rollins’
firing to the failed bus
shelter program, where
Coast was awarded a $1
million grant in 2005 to
erect more than 60 shel-
ters and bus signs
throughout the county. 

When the transit did
not make significant pro-
gress, the S.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation
pulled the plug on the pro-
gram in 2013 and subse-
quently asked for
$324,000 in reimburse-
ment for some equipment
that had already been in-
stalled.

It was the Jan. 30, 2013,
appointment of Loftus to
the Coast board that Rol-
lins called the “poison
pill” to try and destroy the
system and Rollins, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Transit system CEO
files suit over firing
The Sun News


